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ABOUT THE VIOLENCE PERPETRATED AGAINST SLAVIC NATIONS
IN WORLD WAR II
The Slovenian Exiles’ Association 1941–1945 was established on June 9, 1991, in the
great courtyard in front of the Rajhenburg castle at the time, in the presence of over 8,000
exiles and refugees.
In addition to the enforcement of our status and rights, the Association continually
works to preserve an active historical memory of the genocidal occupation of Slovenia
and the deportation of Slovenes. The Germans practised mass deportations with other
nations as well, which is why we put forward an initiative to expand the Slovenian Exiles’
Museum at Rajhenburg and gradually develop it into a European Museum of Fascist and
Nazi Violence against Other European Nations. As early as 2002, we had already written
to the French Minister of European Affairs, Mrs. Noelle Lenoir and asked her to provide
us with the addresses of French associations from Alsace, Lotharingia and Lorraine. I
reported on the expansion of the Rajhenburg castle museum in Prague in 2007; as an
agreement of cooperation was signed between the DIS and an association of Czechs exiled in 1938.
In the following years, we started making connections with other similar organizations and societies in Europe. We managed to make some contacts and organized the first
European congress of exiles and refugees, victims of Fascism and Nazism, on June 6, 2008,
in Ljubljana. The congress was attended by delegations from 12 European countries.
All the delegations visited the Rajhenburg castle Slovenian Exiles’ Museum as set up
by Mr. Tone Ferenc. They were excited about the initiative to expand it into a European
museum. This idea of ours was also supported by the first European congress, which was
attended by over 4,000 people.
The congress also saw the creation of the International Committee of Deportees and
Refugees, victims of Nazism and Fascism during 1920–1945, an organization the type of
which had not previously been seen in Europe.
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The International Committee meets in a different member state each year, and these
meeting have been extremely helpful in the gathering of materials for the European museum. As the materials have been brought back to Rajhenburg from every session of the
Committee, no special trips have been necessary to collect them.
The Slovenian Exiles’ Association 1941–1945 created the exhibition as a seed for the
European Museum of Fascist and Nazi Violence against Slavic and Other European Nations. All Slovenian ministers of culture have been notified of the idea for the creation of
the European Museum of the Victims of Fascism and Nazism.
At the moment, the exhibition shows only a part of the collected materials documenting violence against Czechs, Poles, Russians, Belarusians, Ukrainians, Slovaks, Serbs, Croats and Slovenes in Austria and Italy.
In light of the resurgence of Fascism and Nazism, as well as the fact that even the
European Commission – along with Slovenia – abstained from voting on the resolution
“Combating Glorification of Nazism and Other Contemporary Forms of Racism” at the
General Assembly of the United Nations on November 21, 2014, we believe that it is extremely important to show the atrocities committed by Fascism and Nazism.
The genocide perpetrated against the Slovenian and other Slavic nations is neither
mentioned at the ceremonies on the International Holocaust Remembrance Day on January 27 nor at those on the European Day of Remembrance for Victims of Totalitarian
Regimes on August 23.
As living witnesses of these atrocities, we must do more to prevent the resurgence of
Fascism, Nazism and other types of racism.
We would like to thank you all for contributing to the preservation of this historic fact.
In particular, we would like to thank the Krško Municipality for providing a place for
the exhibition, as well as to the Krško Culture House that will maintain the exhibition.
Prof. Ivica Žnidaršič
President of DIS
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CZECH REPUBLIC
For the Czechs, World War II
began in 1938
After the betrayal in Munich, where the French
and the British came to an agreement with Hitler
that Germany could occupy a part of the Czech
Republic, approximately 230,000 people left the
Czech territory or were exiled – not just Czechs,
but also German anti-Fascists and Jews.
On March 15, 1939, the German army occupied the
rest of the Czech Republic and set up a protectorate.
340,000 Czech citizens died during World War II,
220,000 of them because of their race. The Nazis
didn’t hide their intentions. After assuming leadership of the protectorate, Reinhard Heydrich said:
“This place must become German. Czechs have no
business being here at all.”

In front of the Prague railway
station, September 1938

Lidice, June 10, 1942. The massacre Karl Hermann
Frank needed to get an audience with the Führer

Czechs doing forced labour

Czechs living next to the German-Czech border
were exiled as early as in 1938
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Deportation of Czechs living next to the
German-Czech border in 1938
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POLAND
During World War II, the Nazi regime of the
Third Reich instituted a perfect system of
terror and slave labour for the Poles
In World War II, Poland lost 6,028,000 of its citizens.
The occupying forces established 3,690 camps and
other extermination centres in Polish territory. The
Germans exiled about 3,200,000 people.
Polish citizens were also deported – exiled – to Hitler’s 7,862 camps in other European countries.

Slave labour near Tarnogrod in the
Zamość Voivodeship in Poland

The exiles included 600,000 children aged 15 or below. An additional 200,000 children were taken away
in order to Germanize them.

The penal camp of the security police for Polish
children and youth in Łódź – head count at the
girls’ department

One of the forms that enslavement of the Polish
nation took was for the Nazi authorities to force the
Polish workers building a canal in
Polish deportees to wear a rhombus-shaped mark
Wedtlenstedt, 1941
with the letter “P” on their clothing. The fate of the
people who wore the “P” badge is remembered as one
of unimaginable discrimination against civilians.
The social group that suffered the most was the
Polish youth, including adolescents – victims of war,
hundreds of thousands of oppressed Polish children
burdened by the consequences of repression. The
Polish intelligentsia was wiped out, as were other
intellectual forces of the nation.
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German occupying forces murdered Polish
children as well
Many Poles were burned in crematoria
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RUSSIA
The occupation of the former Soviet Union
lasted for 1,418 days
26,600,000 people were killed, of which 8,860,400
were soldiers and 13,700,000 were civilians, of
whom 7,420,379 were murdered intentionally in
occupied territories:
– the brutal conditions of the occupation regime
(hunger, contagious diseases, lack of healthCrematorium
care, etc.) killed 4,100,000 people;
– of the workers deported to Germany,
2,164,313 died;
– over 451,100 people failed to return for various other reasons – they became exiles.

Russian children waiting for deportation

Such train carriages were used to transport deportees

There were 14,033 official concentration and
labour camps for forced labour in the occupied
territory of the Soviet Union.
18 million were imprisoned behind barbed wire:
men, women and children of various nationalities.
During World War II, three times as many
civilians as soldiers were killed in occupied
Russian territory.
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In late September 1944, a group of prisoners from a Vienna jail was brought to
the Mauthausen concentration camp.
As they entered the concentration
camp, they were undressed and photographed. They were alternately splashed
with hot and cold water.

On April 30, 1945, the Soviet army liberated Ravensbrück
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BELARUS
Belarus was occupied by the Germans – the
Nazi Third Reich – in 1941
Over 2,500,000 people died during the German
occupation, almost one out of every three citizens of
the republic. The capital, Minsk, was the third most
destroyed city in Europe. Another 9,200 villages
were razed and 8,825 schools burned down.
The settlement of Khatyn stands as a horrifying
monument to the Nazi atrocities in Belarus.
The village was burned down together with
the villagers. 618 other settlements suffered
the same fate. 206,500 people were killed in
the town of Trostenets.

Children prisoners of Auschwitz, 1945

People of the Vitebsk Oblast during forced
labour, 1943

A labour battalion building a road under
Nazi supervision, Belarus, 1943

There were 250 camps for Soviet prisoners
of war in Belarus, as well as 350 locations
for the forcible detainment of the population.

Germans shooting hostages
Belarusian deportees on their way to Germany
10

11

UKRAINE
The occupation of Ukraine lasted for
33 months
The occupation of Kiev and the surrounding
region lasted for almost 930 days. During their
occupation, German soldiers shot and tortured to
death 236,400 civilians from the region.
From 1941 to 1945, over 8 million Ukrainians
were tortured and killed in the camps headed by
the occupying forces.
1944. A kolkhoz field after a shooting

The victims were both military detainees and civilians, old people, women and men. Victims of Nazi
violence included many children as well.

The discovery of nine artificial wells into
which people were thrown.
Krasny concentration camp

In the occupied territories, Nazis set up camps
in the majority of the cities and towns. The conditions in which the people were imprisoned in
these camps were extremely cruel. Any infraction
was punished with death in order to instil fear in
other prisoners.
The occupying forces completely razed 23 towns,
partly destroyed 190 towns and burned down
75,000 farms.

The victims included children

Drawing by a 12-year-old. Wounded
childhood
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These remains were used to count the dead
13

SLOVAKIA
The Munich Agreement signed between
Hitler and the British and French in
September 1938 proved disastrous to the
Czech Republic and Slovakia
Slovakia lost a quarter of its territory, which was
home to 405,808 Hungarians, 276,287 Slovaks,
26,181 Jews, 8,967 Germans and 1,829 Russians.
In the whole territory of Czechoslovakia, about
350,000 to 360,000 people lost their lives. 109,000
people were deported from Slovakia. 10,000 people were executed.
About 15,000 children were tortured and murdered during the war, some of them from the
razed towns and villages. Approximately 500,000
people from the territory of the united Czechoslovakia were deported to perform forced labour in
Germany and other occupied countries.
Immediately after World War II, 95,000 people
died from the consequences of what they had suffered during the war.
The first concentration camp, in the town of Ilava,
was opened as early as April 1939.
From April 5, 1941, the Ilava camp received
8 transportations with 8,000 young Jews.
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Deportation of Slovaks under
German command
The mass murder in Kremnička ranks among
the most brutal massacres in Slovak territory

The Sereda concentration camp was
established in 1941 and played an
important role in the first wave of
deportation of racially persecuted
people from Slovak territory
After liberation, a total of 747 victims were
dug out from the mass graves in Kremnička, of
whom 211 were women and 58 were children

The village of Stankovce, which was razed by
Fascists on December 1, 1944
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SERBIA
Following the occupation of former
Yugoslavia, Serbia was occupied by
different countries
Most of Serbia and Banat was under German
administration; Bačka was controlled by the
Hungarians, south-eastern Serbia was occupied
by Bulgaria, part of Serbia was joined to Albania,
which was occupied by Italy, and Srem became
part of the Independent State of Croatia (NDH).
The fate was unkindest to the Serbs under NDH
and Bosnia and Herzegovina, allies of Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy.
In order to facilitate that fate, the establishment of
NDH was soon followed by the creation of extermination camps, among which Jasenovac on the
river Sava was the largest.
From May 5, 1941, to May 9, 1945, 74,762 children were killed or murdered in Pavelić’s NDH.

Civilians on their way to the camp

NDH had children’s
concentration camps
Many were killed on their doorstep

23,504 boys and girls were killed or otherwise
murdered in German and Italian camps, 19,432
of them in Jasenovac.
Atrocities against Serbs were also perpetrated by
the Albanian Fascist authorities in Kosovo; these
resulted in 10,000 dead and 100,000 people exiled
to Serbia.
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In the summer of 1942, all roads from Kozara
led to the Jasenovac extermination camp
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CROATIA
On April 6, 1941, Germany attacked the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia and crushed it in a
12-day war
The division of the Croatian Banate was carried
out in such a way that Dalmatia, along with most
of the islands, was occupied by Italy, Međimurje
by Hungary, while the rest of Croatia, along with
Bosnia and Herzegovina, was declared the Independent State of Croatia (NDH) on April 10, 1941.
In addition to the regular army, special Ustaše
units were created to carry out special assignments. In addition to other legislation, the Croatian Parliament passed special racial legislation
and regulations on the persecution of Jews, Serbs,
Romani/Gypsies and other political opponents
of the NDH immediately after the assumption
of power. Numerous concentration camps were
established to process those arrested.

Srećko Martinović, Marija Toman, Logorka
Veličković, Marija Strašek and Teofil Marelić
in the El Shatt refugee camp

Srećko Martinović, Marija Toman,
Logorka Veličković

A mass exodus of the population began after the
invasion of German forces and the capitulation of
Fascist Italy.
The first transportations of refugees took off in
December 1943, towards Southern Italy, and were
followed by others that went to the Sinai peninsula, to the desert camp of El Shatt.

Logorka Veličković – born in the
El Shatt camp

Nurses at the El Shatt camp – Africa
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AUSTRIA
In Austria, the Nazis were considering
new possibilities for the resolution of the
Carinthian question
The leaders were very quick to start publicly talking
about the deportation of Slovenes. In Berlin, Graz
and Klagenfurt, the Nazis were drawing up a new
ethnic map of Europe and it didn’t include Slovenes.
The deportation of Slovenes from Austrian Carinthia happened on April 14, 1942, when 1,075
Slovenes were deported. Over half of them were
children. They were forcibly taken from the Klagenfurt railway station to Wassertrüdingen (the Hesselberg camp), Hagenbüchach and Markt Bibart (the
Schwanzenberg camp); transportations to Frauenaurach and Glasow (the Rehnitz camp) followed
the next day.
The forcible deportation hurt the Slovenes – including those who remained at home. They underwent
brutal persecution by the Nazis. Even in 1944 and
1945, many people were deported from their homesteads. A number of Slovenes were also brutally
murdered by the Nazis due to their support of the
Partisan movement.
After the Slovenes’ return from the camps, Carinthia did not want to accept them – they had to wait
years before they were able to return to their homes.
Over 550 Carinthian Slovenes lost their lives to the
Nazi persecution.
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Slovenian deportees from Austrian Carinthia
in the Žrelec camp

Carinthian deportees at the Frauenaurach
camp railway station

Slovenian deportees from Carinthia in
the Žrelec camp near Klagenfurt, April
15, 1942

Deportees from Slovenian families from Carinthia in the
Hesselberg camp
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ITALY
After World War I, Venezia Giulia came
under the authority of the Kingdom of Italy
About 360,000 Slovenes were left living there. The
arrival of Mussolini’s Fascist Party in 1922 marked
the beginning of the persecution of Slovenes and the
destruction of everything Slovenian.
In Trieste, Fascist hordes destroyed Slovenian shops,
banks, savings’ institutions and the Slovenian printing companies of Edinost and Delo. First and last
names were being forcibly Italianized; teachers,
priests and clerks were deported, and the use of the
Slovene language was strictly forbidden.
Between World Wars I and II, approximately 100,000
Slovenes were forcibly deported from the homes
that they had inhabited for hundreds of years, about
70,000 to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes.
Slovenian children in the Rab
The majority of the population of the Komen Carst,
concentration camp
Vipavska and Goriška settled in Bosnia. Over 50 families moved to Banja Luka and the surrounding area.
The Fascists continued with the deportations of Slovenes from their ethnic territory during World War
II, when Slovenes were interned or confined in the
deep interior of Italy.
Another atrocity was the deportation of over 35,000
Slovenes to 32 Italian concentration camps; the majority were sent to Rab, Gonars, Renicci, Visco, Cairo
Montenotte and Fraschette di Alatri.
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Descendants of Slovenes who emigrated to
Yugoslavia due to Fascism between World
Wars I and II

Slovenian victims of Fascism in Italy between
the wars who emigrated to former Yugoslavia

Between the wars, Fascist violence forced 70,000 Slovenes to flee to former Yugoslavia. The photo was taken
in 1931 in Slatina
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Slovenian Exiles’ Association
1941–1945
The materials for the exhibition, pictures, books and brochures were collected by
Prof. Ivica Žnidaršič
who also came up with the idea to establish a European museum at Rajhenburg castle.
She was assisted by some of the members of the International Committee of Deportees
and Refugees, victims of Nazism and Fascism: Nikolaj Dorozhinskiy and Inna Pavlovna
Harlamova from Russia, Józef Sowa from Poland, Jíři Prokop from the Czech Republic,
Markiian Demidov and Nadežda Slesarjeva from Ukraine, Juraj Drotar and Pavel
Sečkar from Slovakia, Lych Nina Antonovna from Belarus, Jože Partl from Austria,
Vera Papež-Adamič from Bosnia and Herzegovina, Milinko Čekić from Serbia, Mladen
Veličković from Croatia and Gregor Kaplan from Slovenia.
The DIS’s exhibition on Fascist and Nazi violence against Slavic nations consists of
20 billboards. Publications are exhibited in 9 cases. Other materials that have been
collected are kept at the Information Centre of the Slovenian Exiles’ Association,
on Linhartova 13 in Ljubljana.
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Computer processing by Robert Škrjanc.
Billboards made by Pegaz International.
Selection of publications assisted by Janko Prunk.
Space for the exhibition provided
Intern by the Krško Municipality.
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